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NARRATIVES FROM THE WAR 

in charge of 
Elisabeth Robinson Scovil 

The Victoria Cross, the most highly prized decoration for valor 
given in the British Army, has always been made of bronze cannon 
captured from the enemy. It is difficult now to obtain them, as most 
modern cannon are made of steel. A bronze cannon was taken re- 
cently by the 58th Canadian Regiment and it is to be used for this 
purpose. 

A dispatch from Dunkirk states that an infant two days old had 
been admitted to the Dunkirk military hospital, a victim of a Ger- 
man air raid over that town. The baby, who was injured by shrapnel, 
was tenderly cared for by Red Cross nurses, who pinned on its bib 
the French ribbon bestowed on soldiers wounded in battle. 

Nursing Sister E. F. Upton was mentioned in General Milne's 
dispatches. She has been on duty with No. 1 Canadian Stationary 
Hospital since early in 1915, in France, the Dardanelles, Lemnos 
Islands and Egypt, and was for seventeen months in Salonica. She 
is a graduate of the Montreal General Hospital and has been at home 
on sick leave, having contracted malaria while on duty. 

Sister Hilda Hawley, late of the British Red Cross and St. John 
Ambulance and a member of the American Mission for the Balkans, 
is in England after spending two years as a prisoner in Bulgaria. 
On her way home she was detained for two months in the little 
village of Sibz on the Tyrol frontier. Her devoted work as a nurse 
in Monastir and Sofia justly won her the respect of all. She owes 
her repatriation to the Queen of Bulgaria, who was deeply touched 
by the work done by this unconquerable and unselfish little English- 
woman for all the sick and wounded irrespective of nationality. All 
the time she was in Bulgaria she insisted on wearing her little British 
flag. The Bulgarians gave her their distinguished service medal to 
wear beside it, so much did her spirit impress them. 

An incendiary bomb fell through the skylight of the laundry 
of a hospital during a recent air raid in England. As it began to 
burn, a hospital porter named Smith dashed into the laundry and 
partly carried, partly pushed the bomb to a water tank about fifteen 
feet away. Another man had turned on the water, Smith lifted the 
bomb and dropped it into the tank, putting out the flames and saving 
life and great damage. 

General Allenby entered the Holy City of Jerusalem on foot, 
with bared head, although he was a conquerer. This was in strik- 
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ing contrast to the entry of the Kaiser when he visited it a few 
years ago. Then a gate had to be widened and part of a wall de- 
molished to admit his equipage. General Allenby was received by 
guards representing the different countries of the Allies. An officer 
was detailed to supervise the Christian holy places. The Mosque 
of Omar was placed under Moslem control and a cordon composed of 
Indian Mohammedan officers and soldiers was established round it. 
In his proclamation to the people, General Allenby said it was his 
desire that every person should pursue his lawful business without 
fear of interruption. 

To guard against a shortage of doctors, medical students now 
in the British Army are being transferred to the reserve, or are 
discharged, on undertaking to resume their studies. 

The Y. M. C. A. gives away and sells every week two million cups 
of tea in France and Flanders. 

All of Germany's African colonies are now in the hands of the 
Allies. British forces following the main German forces up the 
Lukiledi valley a few miles north of the Portuguese frontier of Ger- 
man East Africa, found two hospitals abandoned with about 300 
patients. A hospital with troops from Mahenge with many patients 
sent an offer to surrender. 

An American, serving in the British army, was wounded 
and captured by the Germans. He says, "When they cross-examined 
me they wanted to know why we Yankees let ourselves be codded 
into fighting England's battles for her, especially when Germany 
had not touched us. 'Well, it's a long story,' I told 'em, 'but my 
grandmother was Scotch, so you can just riddle it out for your- 
selves.' " 

A number of British officers recently exchanged from Germany 
for internment in Switzerland, report that the treatment varies in 
the German prison camps from fairly good to bitterly cruel, accord- 
ing to the character of the camp commandant. Men at work in 
mines, in quarries, and in factories shovelling coal, men unaccustomed 
to hard work, often suffer terribly. 

When the British air squadron bombarded the city of Mann- 
heim, as a reprisal for the many German attacks upon unprotected 
English and French towns, the Kaiser narrowly escaped. The sta- 
tion was partly destroyed by several bombs and a section of the tracks 
torn up. The Emperor was returning from a visit to the Verdun 
front with his staff, and his special train had left the station only 
an hour before the bombs fell. 



